THE SHOT IN THE EYE.

A STORY OF FRONTIER LIFE IN TEXAN,

The following tale of Texas border
life, is o faithiul portrayal of o lge

reding with hime What was more,
[ was physienlly rather an uelv-lookinge

! white feather,” while the men who ha
been =urprized into a profoundd respect
e Lo, s wepe now OTE $Le-
I'rI-i:h'--.i. al what l]'ll_'. constdered his
“hacking ot juined ehunorously in
hooting: Lis vetreat,

The fools ! They made o funl niis-
tnke inosupposing he left the insuh
unresented from any bear for himeolt,
Jack  Longe Bud a0 vounge anl pretty
wite at home, swed Lis Jove for her was

[ dienity,

stronger than s resentmoent for Lisown
I passions o slow, and
Bad pever been tully sonsed—none of

I"rl'liull of the I"'I‘Ulillil'll of ‘r"‘“'-“.“"”"t"”l"l'.” with his six Lov four et loast bt his dove, and that

forty years ago. [t was ;nnhl'r.-:lu-tl
originally in the Democeatic Reviow :

My word for it, reador, I sheonld
ll('i'l';' ]I:l\'l? \'l‘Tlilll‘\"(i to constraet
professed romunee out of incidents <o
wild and strange us those of this nar-
ration. Tt i= ondy with the hope that
you will aceept in good faith the s
suranee given in the same spirit, that
these things veofly did vernr while |
WS 1 lln:'r-:unlr_\." antd me<t of them
within my personal knowledge —thnt |
venture to relate them at ol Tie
wember, the seene is nid inoa frontiee
county of Texax, wd if yvou have even
nremofe coneeption of the history of
that Repuairlic and the general charae-
ter of social clements, you will be pre-
pared for a wood deal. .

Bhelby county, Iving in Western
Texas, en the horder of the “Red
Vauds,” was rather thinly scttled in
the Iatter purt of 59, What popula-
tion it had was generally the worst
caste of border lite. The hal and den-
perate men who had been driven over
our frontier formed a rallying ground
and  headgunrters  here — seemingly
with a determination to hold the eoun-
v good against the intrusion of all
honest persons, and nsg aosort of Al
satia’ of the West, for ihe protection
of outlaws and villaing of every grade.
And indeed to such anexwni had this
woseription been earried that it had
yecome notoriously as much as a man's
conscience or life was worth who set-
tled among them with any worthy pur-
pose in view ; for hewust full into their
confederacy—leave—or die!  Thiswas
perfectly understood ; and the objects
of the confederncy mny he rendily np-
preciated, when it is knewn that every
now and then a party of men would
sally out from this settlement, painted
and equipped like Comanclies, with
the view of earrying ofl the horses of
some marked man of n neighboring
county; then returning with great
speed, they would rebrand their plun-
der, resume their acenstomed appear-
ance, und defy pursuit or investigation,
Not only did they baud together for
their aperations in this way, hut a siu-
gle man would earry oif 4 line horse
or commit a murder with the most
open nudncity, and if he only suceced-
ed in escaping here, was puliliely pro-
teeted. I do not wean to have it un-
derstood that the whole population at
this time were men of this stamp
avowedly.

There were some few whose wenlth
to n degree protected them in the ob-
servances of a more seemly life—
though they were compeiled nt lenst
to wink at the doings of their ruflinnly
and more numerous neighbors; while
there was yet another, but not large
class of sturdy, straight-forward coii-
grants, who, uttrneted solely by the
beanty of the country, had conie into
it, settled themselves down wherever
they tock a fhney—with charnete
recklessness, neither earing nor nsking
who were their neighbors, but trusting
in their own stout moms and Learts to
keep a footing. Of course nll such
were very soon engnged iu desperate
feuds with the horse-thieves and plun-
derers around them; and as they were
not yet strong cnough to muke head-
way efficiently—were one after nnother
finnlly ousted or shot. It was to ex-
termiunte this honest clags that the
more Iawless and brutal of the others
associnted themselves and nssumed the
name of “Regulators.”” They num-
bered from eight to twelve—and un-
der the organization of rangers, com-
manded by a benstly wretch named
Hinch, they professed to undertake
the task of purifying the county limits
of nii bnd and mt\:pinirm: chareiors:
or iu other words, of all men who re-
fused to be as vile as they were—or if
they were, who chose to act indepen-
dently of them and their schemes.
This precious brotherhood soon be-
cameo the scourge of all that region,
Whengver an iugividual was unfortu-
nnte enough to make himself obnox-
ious to them, whether by n successful
villainy, the proceceds of” which he re-
fused to share with them, or by the
hateful contrast of his course—he was
forthwith surrounded — threatened —
had his stock driven off or killed wan-
tonly—and if these annoyances and
hints were not sufficient to drive him
away, they would publicly warn him
to leave the county in a certain num-
ber of days, under the penalty of be-
ing scourged or shot. The common
[:rebc:t. for this was the accusation of

mriu%l committed some crime, which

they themsclves had perpetrated with
n view of furnishing a charge to bring
ageinst him. Their hate was entirely
ruttless and wever stopped short of
accomplishing its purpose; and in
many & blooay fray and cruel outrage
had the question of their supremacy
been mooted, until at last there were
fow left to Zispute with them, and they
tyranized at will,

Among these few were Jack Long,
as he was called, who neither recog-
nized nor denied their power, and in-
deed never troubled himself about
them one way or the other. He kept
himself to himself, hunted incessantly,
and nobody knew much about him.
Jack had come of a “wild turkey
breed,” as the western term is for a
roving family; and though still a
yorng man, had pushed on ahead of
the; settlement of two territories, rnd
b.ud at last followed the game towards
%he south, and finding it abundant in
Shelby connt{. had™ stopped there,
jutt as he would have stopped at the
oot of ths ‘Rocky Motntains, had it
been necessary to pursue it so far. He
had never been in the habit of nsking
leave of any power where he shoul
settle; and ‘of course scarcely thought

" of the riecessity;of ‘doing so, now ; but
quietly set to work—built himself a
" a nice log-cabin, as far off from every
body as he could get.’ And the first

thing that was known of himi, he hzd| Yy

his pretty young wife and two litte
- ones snugly stowed away: ib, it, and
was alayfng tha deer nud’the bears
right and left. SEEE !
The honest brotherhood had made
several attemptsnt feeling Jack’s pulse
and ascertaining his'availability ; but
he had always seemed so impassively
zood natured, and put them off fo

inehes of rawi aod bone ;o thoneh th_-' Pproscnted Ly ustantly, torlop
inelination,  just  dizeoverable in his f desorted, with ber linde ones,

igure, 1o corpuleney, together with
Phroad, full, good-humared i,
Fan air of sluggishuess o Lis ey s,
Land nnoey) !

ity to Lis teanper, which ool i
ther invitati u to g
provocation to di=like.  The was 1hs

LAY

very impersonification off inotlensive, |

HMoyal honesty, slombicrine on s eon-
F('lut].-
out exactly knowing why, filt s
Hittle disinelinntion to wakine b, 1
bl evidently never heen ronscld o a0
knowledge of himsell, and athors 1ole
Ljust as aocertain what the knoswlodg.
Dinighit bringe forth as he did, ol wepe
il |:‘[I~"l'i:|“'\' .il‘:lfull.‘ of the honor of
I having it speciaily tested upon their
own persons, =oo that Jack  Long
{ might have heen Teft for many o day
Finoquict, even i this formidabile neigel;-
»|wr|mm|, to cultivate his passion fhr
{ markmanship, at the cxpense ol the
dumb, wild things wro aul hing, bt
for an unfortunate disph = he wis ne-
cidentally to make of 1
Happening to fall short of snmuni-
tion, he went one day to “the store’
(Hor s tresh supply. This ealin togeth-
ciowith ihie hllm'!-:.-nlilh'ﬁ shiop and one
or two other huts, constituted  the
Yeounty  town,” aid as powder and
liquor were only (o be obtuined there,
it wus the central resort of the Regu-
lntors.  Jack found them all colleeted
for u great shooting mnteh, in prepa-
ration for which ‘they were  getting
drunk as fast as posible, to steady
their nerves.  Hinel, the Regulator
eaplain, had always heen the hero of
such occasions ; for, in addition to Le-
ing a first-rate shot, it was known that
it would be a dangerouns exertion of
skill for any man to beat hia—for he
wis & furions  amd vindietive  hully,
and would not fail to mnke n person-
ul affuir of it with any one who should
mortity his vaniry by carrying of the
wize from  him. To  addition, the
and of seoundrels Le commnnded was
entirely at his service in any extreme,
o that they made fearful odd= fir o
single man to contend with.
sverybody else in ihe county was
aware of this state of things but Jack
Long, and  he either didn't know or
dido’t care. After they had fired sev-
eral rounds, Le wenl lounging listles:
ly into the erowd which hal gathered
aroumd the target, exclaiming in ad-
miration over the Lt brilliant <hot of
Iinch whick was rather trivmphantly
the best.  Tha bully was, as usual,
blestering vehemently, tannting every
one aroumd  him, and when he saw
Juck looking very coolly nt the fa-
moug shot, with no gmin of that de-
ferentinl admiration in his expression
which was demanded, he snatched up
the hoard and thrusting it insultingly
¢lose to his face, ronred out—

“Here! you Jeek  Long Shanks—
look at that! Tuke o mood look!
Can you beat it?" Juck drew bhack
with n quiet laugh, and said  good-
humoredly— 1

“Pshaw!  You don't brug un such
shootin' as that, do you "

“Brag on it! I'd like to see such o
moon-cyed chap as you beat it !

“T don't know 8™ T would be very
proud to beat sueh bunglin® work ns
that.” )

“You don't! don't you?' yelled
the fellow, now fairly ‘in a rage at
Jack's coolness. “You'll try it, won't
you? You must try it!  You shall
try it.  Weo'll see what sort of a swell
you are.”

“Oh, well,” enid Juck, interrupting
him us he was proceeding o rave for

“iust setoap your hospl, i
you want to see me put a hall through
every holo you can mnke!”

Perfeetly astounded at this  rash
bearding of the lion—for it was ditti-
cult to tell whether contempt or sim-
plicity dictated Jack's manuer—the
men sct up the board, while he walked
back to the stand, and carelessly
swinging his heavy riflo from his
shoulder fired, scemingly as quick as
thought.

“It's a trick of mine,” suid he mov-
ing townrds the mark, as he lowered
his gun; “I caught it from shootin’
varments in tho eyes; always takes
‘em there. It's a notion P've got—it's
my fun.”

They all run_eagerly to the target,
1ud eure coough his ball, which was
larger than  Hinch’s had  passed
through the same hole, widening it !

“He’s o humbug! It's all necident!
He can’t do that again!” shouted the
ruffian, turning pale, till his lips look-
ed blue, as the board was held up.
“I'll bet the ears of a buffalo calf
against his, he can’t do it again,”

“If you mean by that, to bet your
owh ears agniust mine, I'll take you
up!” said Ijm:l-:. laughing, whils ‘the
men could mnot resist joining him,
Hinch glared round him with a fierce,
chafed glook, before which those who
knew him best quailed, and with com-
pressed lips silently loaded his gun,
A new target was put up, nt which,
afler long and careful nim, he fired.
The shot was a fine one. The cdge of
the ball had just broke the centre.—
Jack, after looking at it, quictly re-
marked :

“Plumbing out the centre is my fash-
ion; I'll show you a kink or two, Cnp-
tain Hinch, about the clear thing in

*. Give us another board there,

=

[

crrep e i Thay
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shootin’.
boys!”
Another was eet up, and after throw-
ing out his gun on the level, in the
same rapid, careless style as boefore, he
fired ; and when the eager crowd
around the target announced that he
had driven the centre cross clear out,
he turned upon his heel, and_with a
pleasant nod to Hinch, started to walk
ofl. The ruffian shouted hoarsely after
m

“L thought you were a coward !
ou’ve made two good shots by acei-
nt, and now you sneak off to brag
bat. you've beat me. Come back,
sir!  You can’t shoot before a muscle
balf ‘as true 1”

. Jack walked on without noticing
this meietal insult and challenge, whilo
Hinch ldughed tauntingly, long and
lond—jeering him with evulting bit-
terness, as long as ho could make him-
self heaxd, “a flash in tie pan,” “a

: Elemn itly; that they conld find no
grous ﬁ{l: 6l h{njbipg CF quas |

s

dunghill. cochs ‘who had spread his

0

{ it vatll
I‘ Li= Hifie with -ueh desperate odid -
ssion of easy simplic- |
|

atuitons nsult nore |

|
sirengthy amd these men, with. ][
|

‘ :l]lli

v 3 1 'i 1 il =
et Ceadinbey adiatids i LEir

secige thee i the adlaie was likely 1o
tuhoy, Lie ldd peadently determined to
toaway bedore it had cone too (ar
i Lad any of those en soen the
Cagany which chivered aeross
Lotures, i these mbing
7} CHTR 11 Iusult
vhieh vo peand, e Lnntey saighit ene
dire, they would have tiken the b,
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triidiehin !
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Thits v wa ilstarred day fon Jack,
thowehig feom this the toubdes beean
to thicken about i, The oven tenor
ol hi< simple, happy B wae destn y-
cdy nnd indigniny and outego: followd
e other fuet,” Hineh never foreaye
the unlucky SKill which had robbed
hit of Dis prowdest boset, that of e
e the bt k< on thee srontier,
and Bie swore, in baee, vindictive hate,
to dow Bt death, or nake him
leaves the conntry, Soon after this,
vitluable horse Lelonsing to a el aml
powerful planter, disappearcd. e
wies one of those men who bl come
promisad with the Regulators, paying
so much black-mail e exemption
from t]‘,l'iI’lIl'Ill‘l ditions, wind protection
against others of e saane st 5 and
he pow applicd o Hineh £ the re-
covery of his horse, and the punish-
ment of the thief, This Hineh, under
the continet, wns bound to do, and
promised to aceomplish forwith, He
and some of hiz men went oft on the
trail of the mis<ng horse, m, 7 =oturn-
ing next day, aunouneed that they had
followed it with adl their <kill throuzl
aopreat many windings, evidently in-
tended o throw ofl’ pursuit, and hald
at Inst traced it to Jack Long's picket
fenee, and thers could be no doubt but
he wis the thiel.  The planter knew
nothing of Jack, hut that be was o
new  comer, and demanded  that he
should be foreed to give up the horse,
nud punished o the extremity ol the
teanticer code. Bul this was not Tinel's
plan yet awhile. He kuew the proofs
were not strong enough to make the
charge plasible, even belore o Lyneh
Court, of which he Limselt wis hoth
the proscentor, judge, and exceutioner,
His ohjeet was (o first get up a hoe
nnl ery against Long, and under cover
of o pencral exeitement, aceomplish
his devilish llllll‘[m.'-'":-i without question
or mock trial even, So that, after a
grent deal of manuvering, for cight or
ten days, during which time the eharge
against Long was industriously eireu-
inted by his myrmidons, s as 10 at-
triet general attention and expeetu-
tion s to the result of his investiva-
tions—he proclaimed fiur and wide,
that he had foumd the horse at last,
hid in a timber bhottom near Lopg's !
This, of conrse, seemed stronge confir-
wation of his guilt, and though the
mal were most of them horse-thieves,
o all intents, yot it was an unpardon-
able crime for any one to practice pro-
fessiomally among themselves 3 =0 that
Long was loudly denomiced. thecaten-
el onevery side, awd ordered to lenve
the country forthwith,

These procecidings Juck by no means
comprehendad, or felt disposad o he
removed by s but gave them one and
all to understund that he meant to re-
muin where he was until it entirely
suited his convenienee w o : and that
it" his time and theirs did oot happen
to agree, they might make the most of
it. And Jack was such an uncompro-
misime, suageish  looking somebody,
and  his reputation—which had now
spread everywhere—of possessing suel
consummate skiii with his rifie, (hat he
thought it a condescenzion to shoot
game anywhere clse but in the eyes—
was so formidable, that no individual
feit disposed to push the matter to a
personal collision.  He might still,
therefore, have been left in quiet, but
Hineh had unfortunntely taken up the
impression, from Juck’s conduct in the
shooting-mateh affair, that he must he
a coward, amd if this were true, that
all his skill amounted to but little ;
and like any other bloody, wolfish
brute, he followed him up’ the mere
eagerly for this very reason, which
would have disarmed u generous foe.
Besides, Jack had given fresh and
weightier matter of offence, in that he
had refused to obey, and defied hisau-
thority as Regulator. The very heing
of that authority scemed to require
now that a wholcsome exnmple should
be made of him, for the awing of nll
ref* oy persans herenfter.  The in-
fan s wreteh, who was as cunning as
ferocions, had sworn in his inmost
heart to ruin and disgrace Long from
the moment of that triumph, now
availed himself remorsely of all his
influence, and knowledge of the society
around him to accomplish it,  Several
horses now disappeared, aud robberies
of other Kinds, perpetrated with singu-
lar dexterity, fu‘luwod in quick succes-
sion. All these things he mannged,
through the clamors of’ hisscoundrelly
troops, to have laid directly or indi-
reetly, to Jack’s door.

But in the popular estimation they
counted as nothing, in fixing the charge
of dangerous malice upon poor Long,
in comparison with one other incident,
Alout this time not only Hineh him-
self, but every other perzon who had
made himself conspicuous, by insisting
upon Jack's guilt, and the necessity
of punishing him summarily, began to
lose, every day or two, valuable stock,
which was wantenly shot down, some-
tunes in sight of their house ; and it
soon hegan to be remarked that cvery
animal lost in this way, had been shot
intheeye!  This was instantly as-
socinted, of course, with Jack's well-
koown and curions predilection for
that mark in hunting, and s perfoct
storm of indignation followed. A
meeting wns at once convened at “the
store,” of which the plautér was the
chairman; n&d at it, by an unanimous
vote, a resolution was passed condemn-
ing Jaok Long to be whipped and
driven out of the country—and Hinch
with his Rq‘ulators appointed to carry
it into effect! He conld hardly con-
tain himself for Joy; _for now, what-
cver extreme his pitiless malignity
might choose to imnllgc iteelf in, he
hng no fear of after-claps or question-
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ing.
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[ which hi-

[t was the third day after this neet-
e, Jack, daring all the perscentinns,
bl diported himsedd with the oot

stolidl indiflference. Avouding all ine
tereaurse with the =ottlors, he had con-
tinued to hont with even mone sesidne-
ity than wanal, nmd was in oo creat

measure fenorant of the npenviable
notoricty be was enjoving, He bl
heand <omcthing of thy charees with
choreter }.:1'F. }u-. 1
bt atterhuted them a8 o the i
cumity Le had incurred at e hootings
el He conld anderstapd perfeet-

Iy bow one man could hate auother |

whe loul Lot L in ~hooting, and
thoweht it ntoaeand epongd - hut s
condd not nnderstaned how thint Latred
wrighit b weanly ad desperarely vin-

dietive, sl theretore gave himsclf no |

uneisiness about i He was ouly
anxions that Lis wite houhl nor Liear
and he snnoyed by any of these things,
and preserved lis usuad chicertuliess
of demennor,

He had just retarnad o baating,
and Jayine aside Bie aecontrients,
partovk of the simple meal hier neat
Liny sy hwd preparod
then stretelivg himselt upon the butt
fdo robe on the Hloor, rompod with his
1w rusy el ke im'\'-', wha  rollod
over lis wrent body, and ealaoled
aind sercnmed dnrotons jov wooand
bine s but mother wanted Some water
from the beaneh, and the frodie must
b given over while Jnek wonld goan
bringe it So jumping up, he left
Hirthe-fulle pouting - wilitully as they
tooked after him from the door, and
started,  The stream was cnly about o
Lundred vards from the house, and the
path loding it was through a dense,
hirh thicket, Tt was aeninst Jack's
religion ever to leave his house with-
ot bis prn g bot the wilfe whom e
lover ahove all I:n‘ universe of :-'--:.;i-

o Nty e
vl ki g

ment aed everything olse, was in a
huu_\ for the water, and the distanee

wias =0 short—so lie sprang caily out
with the ves=els in his haids, leaving
the rifle hehind, ‘The water had been
dipped vp, wid he was returning along
the narrow path closely bordered by
the Lrush, when he felt a light tap on
cich shoulder, wind his career strangely
impeded.  He had jost time to per-
ceive that o las=o had been thrown
over him, which  would confine his
arms, when be saw himsell suddenly
surrounded, and was mshal upon by
number of men. He instanly recog-
nized the voiee of Hineh, shout, “down
with him ! drag him down ! as the
wen who had hold of the lasso about
his body jerked at v violently in the
ulfort to throw him.  All Lis tremen-
dous strength was put forth in one
convilsive effirt which  would have
frecd himg but the infernal novse had
fullen true, and hound his arms. As
it was he drageed the =ix stout men
who bedd it adter bis frantic hounds
nearly w his own door, hefore he be-
came prostrated, awd then it was by a
heavy blow dealt over the head with
the butt of & pun. The lust objeets
which mel his eye as he sank down,
were the borrified fhaees of his two
chililren and wife looking out upen
him.

The blow deprived him of his senees
for some time, aud when e recovered
hir foumd himselt” hali® steipped, and
lashed to n tree ashort distanee from
his house—Tlineh in frout of Lim with
1 knotted rope in hand, his wite on the
eround, waiting  and  clinging  with
piteous entrenty around the monster's
knees, hiis childven weeping by her, nul
wutzide this gronp a cirele of men with
guns in their hands.  That fearful
nwakening was o new birth to Joack
Long!  His eye took everything at a
glanee. A shudder like that of an
onk rifting to its core, sprang along
hig nerves and seemed (o pass out ar
his feet and through his fingers, leay-
ing him as rigid as marble ; and when
the blows of the hideous, mocking
devil before him, fell upon his white
flesh, making it weltin purple ridees,
or zpout dull black currents, he telt
them no more than the dead lintel of
his dvor would have done, and the
ngony of that poor wile shrieking a
frantic echo to every harsh slashing
sonnd seemaed to have o more effeet
ar than it had upon the tree
above them, which shook its green
leaves to the selfsame eadence they
had held yesterday in the breeze, His
wide open eyes were glaneing ealmly
and serutinizingly into the faces of the
men who stood around—those features
are never to be forgotten '—-for while
Hineh layson the stripes with all his
forious strength, blaspheming as they
fall, that glanee dwells on ench fice
with & cold, keen, scarching intensity,
ag if it marked them to be remember-
ed in hell! The man's air was awful
—so concentrated—so still—so endur-
ing!  Ie never spoke, grosned or
writhed—Dbut those 1utense eyes of his!
the wretches could not stand them, and
began to skuffle and get hehind each
othier,  But it was too late; he had
them all—ten men!  They were reg-
istered.

We will drop the curtain over this
horrible scene. Suflice it to say, that
after lushing him until he fainted, the
Regulators left him; telling his wife
that if they were not out of the coun-

try in ten days heshould be shot. He
did go within the specified time;

and, as it was said, returned with his
tamily o Arkansas, where his wife's
father lived. The incident was soon
forgotten in Shelby county, amidst
tho constant recurrence of similar
seenes,

About four months after this affuir,
in company with an ndventurens friend,
I was traversing wostern Texas. Our
objects were {o see the country, and
amuse ourselves in hunting for a time
over any district wo found well adapt-
ed for a particular sport—as for bear-
hunting, buflalo hunting, &e.  Lither
of these animals, is to be found in
greater abundance, and, of course, pur-
sued to greater advantage in peculiar
regions ; und as we were anxious to
make ourselves familiar with all the
nindes of life in the country, we made
it & point in passing through to stop
wherever the promise of anything spe-
cially intercsting offered itself.

Prairies, Jvmber, and water were
better distributed in Shelby than any
countrv we had passed through—the
timber predominnting over the prairie,
though interlaid by it in every diree-
tion. This diveisity of surface attract-
ed a greater variety and quantity of
gume, as well as afforded more perfect
acilities to the sportsman. Indeed, it
struck us as a perfect hunter's Para-
dise; and my friend happening to re-
member a man of some wealth who
had removed from his native country,
und settled, as he had understood, in
Shelby, we inquired for him and very
readily lbundqhim.

Whatever clse may be said or

thoughtof the Texans, they are un-

1)
questionably most gencrously hospita- |
Ble. W were trankly ad Kindly

[ dogs and whatever el-o was necessary
i to ensure our enjovient of the sports |
of the countey, as well as the time of |
our host himselt, wore torthwith at our '
di-posal, nnd we were suon, 1o our |
i in

|

Barts's  eonteat,

every |
clharactor of exeitineg chase,

“1 thoueht 1 did—about an hour

altor vartine with that man, or dlr-\'ll,
H ' 2 R e hi = ViR
roecived, and horees, sopvants, gons, | or whatever he was—-but the sound wa

fuint aml distnat, that, for tear 1
mirht be mistaken, I did not go toat;
aned the rond Lad tirneld so !'rutp_wr:ll_\'
I conld not tell whether it wue in the

divection he wont or not.”

Here the Sdriver” interposed, saying
that he heard aoritle about that time

O oy v haed aldl turened out for :;|-»t| the right, but supposing 1t to be

Cdeer-drivi, This hunt, in which dogzs |
are ueed for dviving the pame out frl’I
| the titaber, seatte the hunters very
muel; l]n}‘ tationed at the difs |
ferent “staned<"" which are sometimes
[ miles apart, to wateh for the deer |
[ passing out; for this reason the pany
gt terether until picht, |
ivided 1o the morning, aud =kirt-
o up opposite sides off wownde helt of |
,l bottom timber, while the “drivers" and
| ddiges penctrated ity to rouse the deer,
which run out on cither side by the
stand=, which wore koown to the huy-
ters. We were unnsually suceessful, |
and returned tooe late dinner st oour
hosUs, the planter’s house By dusk
all had coame by oveepting ey friend,
whose vime was Henry and aojann
mmed Stoners one o the neighiboss,
who had joined  our hunt. Dinner
wits redy, and we sat down wo it sup-
Fposing they woubd he in, inoa tew mo-
fments. The paeal was nearly over,
when Heary who was o gay, voluble
fellow, enme into the roonr, and, with
aslighdy flurvied manner, addressod
our host: “Squire, this is o strange
country o vours! - Doovon let erazy
puople ranze it with guns in ther
Lz

“Notwhen we know i Why ?
What about erazy people? You look
exeitel”
Well, 1ihink Pve had enough o
make me feel alicde curions”
“What is it?  What s
elitimed evervhody, eagerly,

“Why, I have met with cither the
old ILarry  himself—a  ghost—or a
mwlman ;—and which it 15, T am con-
foundedly puzzled 1o tell ™

“Where? How ¥

He threw himself into a chair, wiped
the perspiration from his forchead, and
continued : “You  know, Stoner and
mysclf, when we parted from you all
thiz merning, took up the right hand
side of the Lottom timber. Well,
Btoner accompanied me to my ‘stund,
where we parted ; he to go on o his;
and I have seen nothing of him sinee,
Soon after he left me, a deer passed
vut, I shot it, wounded it, and jumped
o my horse to pursue it. Tie dlcur
haul staggered at my fire, hut was not
o bidly wounded as I supposed and
led me oft, until it suddenly oceurred
to me that T might get lost, and 1
reined up; but 1 soou found that this
sober seeond thought had come too Jate,
and that I was already cut of my luti-
tude. 1 wandered about uvearly all
day. though taking care not to go very
fur in any one direction, before I came
acros anyiking which promised to set
me vight again, [ at last eame upon
a wagon trail and felt relieved, for 1
knew it must take me to some point
where I could get information.  The
trail was narrow, leading through
scrubby thickets; and I was riding
along slowly, looking down, in hope of
deteeting the tracks of' some of you
horses, when the violent shying of my
horse cuused mie to ruise my cyes,
And, by George! it was cnough 1o
have stwmpeded” a regiment.of horses,

“On the left of the trail stood u very
tull skeleton-like ficure, dressed in
skins, one fool wilvanced, as if he had
stopped in the act of steppivg across
it, and a long, heavy gun, just swing-
ing down to the level, bearing on me.
Ot course, my heart ieaped into my
throat, and my flesh shrunk and crept.
Beiore I could think of raising my
gun my cyes met those of this strange
firure 5 and such eyes? Surprise at
their cold, unvatural expression, sus-
pended my action; burning  with a
chilly, singular Urillianey, in deep-
sunken sockets, they looked ns if they
never had winked, Dwelling steadi-
ly upon my face for a moment, they
scerred to be satisfied, and  the gun
wus slowly thrown back  upon his
shoulders; and  plucking at a long
grisly beard with an impatient gest-
ure of' his bony baunds, the figure made
nostride across the trail, and without
speaking a word, plunged into the
thicket. T was so confounded by this
curious dumb-show, that he was nearly
concenled in the Lush before T founad
y tongue to shout to him to stop;
but he kept on, not even turning his
head. I was provoked, and spurred
my horse in after him, as fur as I
could peactrate, but he kept on, and
I lost sight of him in a moment, and
whether he ean talle or not, is more
than I ean tell!”

“Did you look at his feet, Henry ?"
interrupted one of the party. “I’ex-
peet. it was old-—"

it?" ex-

“Wever mind what yen expect—
liear me out,” he continued. “I fol-

lowed the trail, which wound ahout, it
seemed to me, townrds all the points
of the cumpass, for an hour or more;
when at last it led me out into a prai-
rie, which I thought I rt‘cognizml. I
stopped, and wes lovking around to
make out the landmarks, when a lhorse
with a saddle on burst from the woods
behind me, and tore off across the
prairie, as if he too had seen the
devil.”

“What color was he?” exclaimed
half-a-dozen voices in a breath.

“He was too far off for me to dis-
tinguish more than hat he was a dark
lmrs&—-sa)' nbout as much so as mine,
I could distinguish the pummel of the
saddle and the stivrups flying 2

“Stoner's horse was a dark bay,”
was buzzcq around the able in low
tones, every one looking seriously at
his neighbor's fuce.

“Yes!” said the Squire, rising and
stepping uneasily to the window.
“Stoner's horse was a good deal like
fnurs; he must have got away from
1iim.  But then the nag is a very fine
crenture, and well trained. I wonder
it shouid have behaved soi”

“Don’t believe ‘bay’ would have
done it, Bquire,” snid one of the men.
“Somcthing’s gone wrong, 1 think !
Was the bridle down, Mr. Henry #"

“It was too far off for me to tell.
I followed in the direction the horse
took, and soon found myeelf here, and
expected to find it here, too 7~

“No! Stoner’s is beyond here,” said
the Bquire. “That wagon trail you
were turning and twisting about in, is
arond I had opened toa number of
board trees we cut and rived out there ;
you might have followed it for hours
and not been more than a mile or so
from the place you started from. That
ghost of yours, by-the-way, may be
some crazy fellow who has wandered
off into these parts, with mischicf in

him! Did you hear no gun ¥’

Heney or Stoner, he thouerht lunli:]_ng
of it And a halfluughing diseussion
followed as to the probable chareter
ol the woud-ghost Henry had reported
of =0t asserting that e was quizzing
us—tor these men were too ek ne-

Penstomed to the exigencies of a hun-

tor's it ta e for more than s noment
serioti= iy adlected by the clrcumstinee
ol Soner's non arvival, To the midst

Por thie, o horse's feet was heard gal-

loping up to the door, and o loud
“Hiton ! foilowed,  The Squire rose
Bastily wmd went out, oo mowent
after e entered, looked pale amd ox-
vitad,
“Tom
iunl--‘ —=iVs

Dix—one of Stoner’s neich-
that his horse hoas come
home without @ rider, the reinz upon
its neels acelot of blood upoen the pum-
el of the saddle! Bovs, he's heen
shot, st s [ osuspected from the
firet,”

Everybody rose ar this anpounce-
m:-nl--—h-»-kir:g in the fivew of Lim op-
pusite with a blank, pallid stare.

“The erazy man!™ ¢jaculated sever-
al.  “Strapge l-—very mysterious bus-
mess," saad others., .

“1 tell you what,” said the Squire,
after o pauee, “has struek me from the
first. iz this steange-looking fellow
Henry saw, mistook him for Stoner,
until lie Jooked into Lis fitee, for Hoen-
ry'= horse nnd general appearance are
vow unlike his, and when Lie found that
he was wrong, he ot out of the way
and went on until he met Stoner him-
celf, nnd had shot him.”

“No doubit of it," said several.

“But it is a very mysterious afliir,”
continued he—I know of no such look-
ing man i this region as Henry de-
seribes; but at any rate he will be
huuted down to-morrow, for Stoner was
one of the Regulators, and Hinch is a
perleet blood-hound.  Tle ean hardly
esenpe him, ernzy or net erazy.”

This seemed to be the most satisfue-
tory solution of the difliculty, and as
it was_too dark for us to do anything
that night we resumed our sents to dis-
cuss over and over agaia these details;
while the Rquire sent oft’ o messenger
suamoning Hinch and the Regulatos s
to be on the greund early in the wmorn-
ing.

Before sun-rize in the moraing, Hinch
arrived with six men. T was waked by
his loud blustering and swearing.  He
was raving, as T afterwards understood,
about Heury ; calling his story about
meeting with the remarkable personage
—all humbug—and asserting his beliaf
that if' & murder had been committed,
Henry was its author.  Our host qui-
cted him in some way, and when we
came out to_join them, he greeted vs
with a snarling sort of civility, He
was a thick-set, broad-sheuideréd, bur-
ly-lookiug wreteh, with blood-zhot eyes,
and fuce bearing all the marks of riot-
ous debuuchery.  Our search was, for
several hours, entirely unsuccessful, up-
til Henry, by accident, found the place
where he had encountered the Bearded
Ghost, as some one christencd him,
Here vue of ithe keen-eyuld lunters
found the traces of 1 hirad moecasived
foot.  These were pursucd for several
miles and lost, but on spreading our
line and continuing the same general
course for some distanee farther, wie ot
Tast found, indesl, the body of Stoner.
It had been so el mutifated by the
wolves and ravens that ke exaning-
tion was made of the We
gathered them wgether to cany them
howe to his family. aud in deing this
I notiesd  the frictive of a Lalleg
through the baek of the 2ball, 1 had
been stripped burve of ficsh, and Loth
eyes plucked out by the bivds, and was
too shocking an ohject for close exam-
ination.  But what puzzed all partics
most was the discovery,’n short dis-
tance ofl, of the trail of a shod horse,
Now, there was perhaps net a horse in
Shelby county that wore shoes, and
certainly not one in our party. Shocing
is never thought of, being unneccessa-
ry where there are no stones, ‘This was
as perfect o poser as even Henry's sto-
ry, aud threw yet n greater air of inex-
plicability around the affair. [t was
thought that this track might be easily
traced to any distance ; but afier wor-
rying about for several days, it was
given up in despair, and the Regula-
tors, fatigned and disheartened, separa-
ted for their respective homes.

But oune of their number never
reached his. Being missed fur two
days, there was a general turn-out to
look for him; aund as had been the
case with Stoner, his body was found
torn to picces by the wolves. The ye-
port was that he, too, had been shot
through the back of the head,

These murders, and the singular
circumstances accompanying them, cre-
ated a great sensation. inch and his
troops scoured the country in every
dircetion, arrestivg and lynching sus-
picious persons, ns they called them.,
One poor, inofiensive feilow, they hung
aud cut down four or five times, to
make him econfess; but nothing was
elicited ; and they left him with bare-
ly a spark of life.

That evening, as they were return-
ing to their headquarters at the store,
one of them, named Winter, missed a
L:ortiou of his horse furniture which

ad become accidentally  detached,
He snid he had observed it in its place
a mile back—thnt he would return to
get it, and rejoin them at the store, by
the time they should be ready to com-
mence the spree they had determined
on going into that night. He left them
and never returned. They soon pot
drunk, and id not particularly notice
his absence until some time the next
day, when his family, alarmed by the
return of his horse with an empty apd.
dle, sent to inquire after him. ~

. This sort of inquiry had come to be so
sigoificant of late, that they were ipstant-
ly sobered, and mounting, rode back on
their trail.  Very soon a swarm of buz.
zards and wolves, near a line of thicket
ahead, designated the wherenbouts of
their search ; and there they found his
fleshlesa bones scattered on every side,
They wero nppalled. The reddest-bloated
cheek among them blanched! It was
terrible! They seemed to be donmed!
Three of their number dead and torn to
pleces within ten days; and yet not the
slightest clue to the relentless and invisi-
ble foe, but that ghost story of Henry's
and the tracks which only served to tan-
talize them! It must be some dread su.
pernatural visitation of their hideous
crimes! They shivered, while the great
droza starled” from thair forcheads, and
without thinking of looking for any trail
or gathering up the bones, they started
back at full speed, spreading tia alarm

]:H:I'..-.

everywhere, The excitewent now be-
came universul and tremendous,  Nearly
the whole country turned out for Fhe
purpose of unraveling  this alurmiog
inyatery ; amd the superstitious frenzy
wis in no sl degree hci;;ljlrnml by
the report that this wan had been shot
in the samwe way s the others—in the
buck of the fead !

These incidents were all so unaccoun-
tuble, that [ own I felt po little symputhliy
vith the popular assoviation of 4 super-
untural ageney in their perpetration,
Henry luughied at all this, but jusisted
thatt it was 4omaniac; and to aecount fur
the pecaiinr dexterity ol Lis escapes and
whole management, reated TNy HOee-
dotes of the proverbial cunning of mad-
men,  The wildest, most absurd, and in-
cradible stories were now afloat anong
the people concernivg this deadly and
subtle fue of the Regulators; or it was
now universally believed and remarked,
that it was against them alone that bis
ety was direeted,  They story  of
Henry wis improved upon and added
to; and, as some reports had i, the
Muduran —as others, the Bearded Ghost,
wits seen in ball w dozen places at the
sime time; uow on teot, stalking with
enormets <Lides across sonie open j.[lll'll:l
trom thicket to thicket —passing out of
sizht again betore the observer could re-

cover from his surprise, ihei a4
hie was seen Hyiog like the shadow of a
sumimer clowl over the prairies, or be-

neath the gloom ol forests, alweys hag-
gard and lean, dressed in skins with the
Lair oo, and thet long, heavy, terrible
ritle on his shoulder! [ noticed that
there wes only one elass of men who
ventured o assert thut they hnd aetually
seen with their own cves these wonderful
=ights, and that was constituted of those
who had cither suflered, or, from their
charueters and pursuits, were most likely
to =ufler persceutivn from the Regulators
—the cluss of hunter emigrants. These
men wese wost induostrious in embellish-
ing !l the circumsiauees of character,
feat=, and relentless hatred to the Regu-
Lators, a8 bighly as the existing credulity
uf the public would bLear. They neves
saw Lim except in the vicioity of the
Lowes of some one of these hated ty-
rants ! o their versions this being wus
forever hovering around them, waiting
the mowent to strike while they were
alone and fur from any help.

They carried this thing so far s Lo at-
tract attention to it, and arouse in the
cunning mind of Hinch the sume suspi-
cion which bad occeurred to Heury and
myself, namely, that all this was the re-
sult ol a profoundly scu'e and thorough-
ly organized scheme of this class, headed
by some mun of peculinr personalities
and consummate skill, with the object of
exterminating or driving off' the Kegula-
tors. Itscemed impossible, that, without
collusion with many others, the murdercr
should bave been able to so baflle all
pursuit.  Ilinch and his band had been
thoroughly cowed and awed; but the
moment this idea oceurred to them, the
reaction of their base fears wus savage
cxultation, Iere was something tangi-
ble; their open and uvited furce could
cusily exterminate an enemy who had
acknowleduzed their wenkaessin resorting
to scerel combination and pssassination
from the “bush ! They forthwith pro-
claimed “wur to the knife,” to the whole
class; and during the next weel several
outriges, so revolting that 1 will not de-
tail them, were perpeirated upon these
men in different parts of the country ;
and the fact that, during this general tu-
mult nothing more was scen or heard of
the mysterious Rifleman, cncouraged
them with the beliel that they had sve-
ceeded in petting rid of him throngh the
intimidation of his confederates.

They bad now been nearly a fortnight
iu the saddle—had glutted themselves
with vengeance, aund, as they conceived,
broken down this dangerous couspiracy
against their power; and if they had
not steceeded in deteeting and punish-
in= bhad at least frightened off their
mugular for.  They now concluded they
might disband, That day, after they
sepittated, ene of their number, named
Rees—almost as bad nnd savage 2 man
ws Hinen himsell—wns riding past a
thicket, in sight of his own house, when
hie was shot from it His negroes heard
the gun, and seeing his horse galloping
up to the house riderless and snorting
wildly, they ran down, and found him
stretched in e sond dead, e was shot
in tie epe, and the ball passed out at the
back of his head.

When Hineh heard this, be seemed
|-vr!l-cl!1\' livid, his knees smole together,
and with a horrible oath, he exclaimed !

“IVs Juck Long, or his ghost, come
biek for vengeance |
It was now pereeived, for the firet time,
that all the men had been shot throurh
the eye. instead of in the back of the
liead, where the ball Lad only passed out
after entering the socket,  The other
heads Lad been oo unpleasantly miutila-
ted for examination, and this fuct had
not been before observed. Of course
everybody was satisfiei, now, that this
terrible being was in one way or another
identienl with Juck Lang; for the noto-
riety of his favorite mark, and his match-
less skill instantly oceurred to all, as ac-
counting for much that was unaccountn-
ble i thiese ocenrrences.  This produced
a great change in public feeling. The
better sort began to conceive that they
understood the whole matter, The
lvaching Jack had received was fresh in
their memories, and they supposed that
its severity had shaken his mental bal-
ance and made him a monomaniae, and
that the disease had endowed him with
the marvelous cunoing—the staunch,
murderous hate—and the unnatural ap-
pearance, which lind ereated such sensa-
tion. They could not understand how a
being so simple-hearted and sluggish as
he was reputed to havo been roused or
stung to such deeds by the mere depth
and power of his atural passions. Dut
a movomaniac or not, such n vengeance,
and the daring conduct of the whole
affair, were very imposing to their asso-
ciations and prepossessions, find they
sympathized heartily with him. It was
only while the general uncertainty left
€very man in doubt whether his own
person might not be next the object of
this murderous aim, that the public were
disposed to back the Regulators in what-
ever violent measures they might choose
to resort to, to drag the secret to light,
and the actor to punishment; but now
that it was appareut his whole hate was
leveled against the Regulaters, and all
that uncertainty was confined to them,
be he devil, thst, madnman, or Jack
Long, the public hat no intention of in-
terfering again. It wns a personal issue
between him and them—the might set-
tle it between themselves ! ¥ndeed, men
felt in their inmost hearts that every
man of the ten engaged in the lynching
of Jack Long deserved a dozen times to
be shnt ; anc now they looked on coolly,
rather enjoying the thing, and earnestly
hoping that Jack mightiavc the best.

And of thia thero seemed to be a strong
probability ; for the Regunlators made
only one more attempt to get tooethar-
but ancther of their number being killed
on the way to the rendezvons, his body
bearing that well-known nnd fearful sig-
nature of skill, the remaining five, per-
fectly unnerved and overwhelmed with
terror, retreated to their houses, and
scarcely dared for several wecks to pat
their heads outside their own doors,

The class to which Jack had belonged,
at least those of them who hud managed
to keep a foot during the relentless pro-
seriptinn of the Regulators, now began
to look up, and hinted that they ﬁad
known of Jack’s return from the time of
Stoner's murder, and had aided aud
abetted hia purposes in every way in
their power; furnishing him with fresh
horees when the noble animal he rode
back _from the Btates became fatigued;
assisting his flights and concealments,
and furnishing him with information, as
well s spreading the exaggerated stories

about him. One bluff old fellow re-
marked— :

ST

being crazy ! T8 as caly s;;x
a frosty morniog, up in olq Kentoe "4y
his head's as clear ag bell 1 T&.i bt
sot his Tudian-fightiy and T Ie'ia
].')[u‘! waked up in him by theoq'h."-':'
That's lllJIou;d you know lhmf:sl‘n:«.
sower thar J At
gota rig 1 O AOURL Whe ¥

Juck was now fre u
ently poe
wis known that his :‘l-grk ‘g;’-"-n. g
done, and that he meant 1o A 8 0uly by

he was regarded with great o it it 1y I
awe. The five i'fretc]ﬁ_ad a:,,_i""“““:t :

tirely unstrungand pan
made no attempt at
their hope seemed (o
get out of his reach,
rille haunted them duy ang nighi
eaw the dark muzzle bearip oy Do
from every bush, and through ﬂon they O
of their own cabing! 1@ clinh
One of them, nameq White, y),
an nveterate teper, with a]['h-
could not resist Eis invlinalinnr ik
and after n confinement jy, his ohrhai'!.
nearly three weeks, ho determ‘mﬁ
risk all, and go to the store ang bmi A
a barrel, He went in g4 cove.-c,du' 2 f8
driven by a vegro, while he la il
o the bottom in the straw, 'IXEF e
of' liquor was obtained —lyo gul? b 8
Whgon, h!_v down beside i gndlr:-ll.(lLki i
for home,  All the Way he nege o B
s head untii, near (he mouth of ;. 8
lune, a log had been placed n; thn 1
ot the rond, which tilted y the el
in passing over it, g0 us 1y roll lhe:f"
on him, He forgat iy cautig 2
sprang up with his bead out of lhn' »
to curse the boy for hig carelessy k]
at that moment a rifle wag :iiviﬁ‘ i
He fell baek dead —u,y H;rou_n;rr'i ."a:rw‘.
The boy said that his master aud.j';"' 0
cut short his oaths, apgd t‘ll‘ili el
e e mid-
‘There he is 1"—at the momen; e e [
fired. He saw a tall map with g :
hanging down on his breast and
in skins, walking off through the b
with his rifle on his shoulder,
The nLexi man, na
two weeks after this, eot un ot
ahout sun-rise, and {';n !li.l"- z!uier:-;‘;”
stepped to bis door and threy ito}:g:::

[
breathe the fresh air. He wog b 'ﬁi

: : en %
ic-strigkep n
retaliation ",

U vy 2

s

med Garnet, g,

b
his eyes, being nbout half auinap-'-
wien he got them fairly open, fh
stond the gaunt avenger beside g (g
the yard—the futal rifle leveled, g [
waiting till his vieti : bin b

AL victim should g gy B0
distinetly. He did see himhbul“ietu

his lnst ook ! The bullet went crasy

through Lis brain, too! Long j, !ai-’:-?
have told one of his frien st!mJ}:

never, in a siogle instance, sh irs
these men till ia was cerminofhgn;_g
saw and recognized him fully, J
Al were gone now but Hineh g, 5
Lo youngest men of the party, Williy [0
and Davis. The two latter were perm I
ted to escape. Whether it was fg
lenting on the part of the dread avenpy
or that he had observed some tri;
thing in their demeanor on the octaEy
of the outrage he was thas punishix §53
which recommended them to marey, ooy o
that his resentment had g deegiy |
drank of the bitter delight of gyl
ment—or that in his anxiety to seem 0
Hinch, he contined his efforts agd walek [
fulness to him alone—I do pot koy [B00
They made a forced and secret sy
their property, and cleared ot duge
the night. But it was for Hinch he 5
with passionless caleulation, ressrved by s
most inconceivable torture, Hp 1
passed him by all this time, while 55
after the other he struck down the (5
and cumpaninus of his crimes, BE
doomed bim to see them falling srm
him with the certain knowledge thalt
avengivg hate which slew them burdji}
wilk: tentold intensity for his life—by
it must and would haveit! Bulstaff
would the claim be made? Shouldh}
be the next one? No! The nast oSS
No! But then each succeedingdei 8
so sure to take one of their numb
drove away every sophistry of hope, i
realized to him in bare and sterner b8
that his own fate wus a3 fixed as thenfy
As each oue (Uil away the cirele of dus
narrowed—slowly, steadily closin
about him! How could he call sn
his own? When could he feel ub!
That relentless subtlety had baffled (b
all!  One, two, three, four, five, 1,
seven, strong men bad all gone
that fatal riﬁe—-every one of them &
through the eye! God of Heave
and the sharp agony would spangle ke
points of burninglight through hisbni,
as if the balls were ulready buntx§e
through the sockets, "I, too, meth
shot through the eye!” It was w
than ten thousand deathe, and he Gl
them over in lingering torture day b8
day. :
From the time of Rees’ death belok§
ed a changed and stricken mao. ][Il
few weeks he hnd lost a greatdel 8
flesh, and became pitcously baggui
his eyes and gait and voice were hu
1lis turbulent and fierce onima :
before tho haprowing suspense of WS
fear. The bully and murderous mEsp
trembled at the rustling of n l& ol
own imagination became his he_ll— i
gry remorsc became stronger w:t.hil:ﬂ!
ing at hisheart! Henever left hishe
for weeks, until the eecape of Wil
and Davis inspired him with wme;- 4
He procured a fine horae, and set o &
dark night for the Red River! EroiSs
budy regretted his escape; for men DEEE
looked in quiet expectation Do ¥R
rogress of this affair, and in &
faith that the sense of wild border jo®
would surely be gratified in seillﬂa
stern, righteous and uvparalle
eanco consummated by the ;
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